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From The Hearts of the Younger Generation Pastors

Pastor: Jacky Lau ZU{&3EE
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“From Hybrid to Hy-Bridge”

“I am too Chinese to be Canadian, and too Canadian
to be Chinese!”

Such is the cry of our next generation - be they 1.5
generation immigrants (those who came to Canada
during their formative years) or 2nd/3rd generation
immigrants (those who were born and brought up in
Canada). It speaks of their hybridity: they are “Cha-
nadians” or Canasians” - true “Confucians” ... I mean
confusions: they are confused, and confusing!

Coming to terms with this hybridity is a big part of our
journeying with a younger generation of pastors and
ministry workers, who invariably have had to deal with
identity crises. Oftentimes, the older generation (and
even the younger generation themselves) tend to shove

Rev. CY Yan (&4

HFrZEFIEH Rev. c v van

Director for Connections East Asia, OMF Canada;
Advisory Pastor, Toronto Grace Alliance Church.

Rev. Yan came to Canada in his late 20s, and gradu-
ated from Tyndale Seminary. He has worked with
CBC:s for over 3 decades.

them into one of two corners - either totally Chinese,
or totally Canadian. The fact of the matter is - they are
both, and they are neither. They are uniquely gifted by
God!

The Bible itself is full of cultural hybrids. Prime exam-
ples include Daniel and Esther in the Old Testament, as
well as Paul in the New Testament, to name but a few.
During critical junctures of salvation history, these hy-
brids were turned in the mighty hands of the Lord into
“hy-bridges” - people who were able to serve as bridges
between God and man, and between their heritage cul-
ture and their surrounding and often hostile culture.

In my own ministry, I often see myself as a fellow so-
journer with the younger pastors and ministry leaders
that the Lord has put in my path. Understanding that
post moderns tend to have an anti authority spirit does
help. The more authoritarian one gets, the less they are
able to connect with the post moderns.

Instead of coming from the top down as a big brother
or even a father, I would help them discover the dis-
tinctive gifts that the Lord has blessed them with in
their upbringing as a “hybrid”

In the process, I myself also take a learning posture,
knowing that I don’t share the same experience as theirs.
I am here to learn and to be blessed by the unique ways
the Lord is able to turn them into hy-bridges, serving
Him in a way I can only envy!
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Alumni Association Chinese Chapter (AACC) togeth-
er with Hudson Taylor Centre (HTC) held two gather-
ings in February this year:

(1) Hong Kong Reunion :
Informal Lunch gathering on Friday February 16 in
HK. There were 17 brothers and sisters attended.

(2) Lunar New Year Celebration/Dinner on Sunday
Feb. 25 in Tyndale Alumni Hall with Praise & Wor-
ship, Games, Sharing and Festive food. There were 60
brothers and sisters attended.
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p-coming Events
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- Aug. 31, 2024 - Walk-a-thon. Fundraising
for HTC and knowing more of the Tyndale
family

- Fall, 2024
1. Our 23rd Anniversary celebration
2. A Cantonese Ministry Conference
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1. Pray for our 23rd Anniversary in the Fall this year.
May God grant us wisdom and strength as we contin-
ue to serve as a bridge between the academia and the
Chinese Churches.

2. Pray for “Sunday School Matters” Ministry. Pray
that the Centre can recruit more teachers to meet the
needs of the local Chinese churches.

3. Pray for the Cantonese Ministries. There is a wave
of Hong Kong new immigrants arriving in Toronto
and some young adults among them are studying in
Tyndale. Alumni Association and the Centre hosted
a Lunar New Year Celebration to reach out to them,
inviting them to join a Mentorship program for caring
and support. We are also planning a conference in the
Fall focusing on“Cantonese Ministries”

4. Pray for our Pastoral Training overseas. Pray that
this ministry can continue in Eastern Europe. Pray for
increased partnership and accreditation of the Train-
ing so that it can be extended to Central Europe and
other regions.
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Alumni News ¥¢ & iH B
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1. Rew. Dr Carson Mok EZRZAMWENEL (2015
Tyndale Graduate - M. Div.) completed Doctor of
Practical Theology (DPT), McMaster Divinity Col-
lege in June 2023.

2 Rev. Dr. Cynthia Tam

REFEAEME LT (2010
Tyndale Graduated - PCM
M. Div.) completed a PhD
program at University of
Aberdeen, Scotland in The-
ology in 2019. Her book,
Kinship in the Household
of God, was published by
Wipt & Stock in 2021. It is
a theological exploration of

KINSHIP in the

. . . HOUSEHOLD
the intersection of autism 5
. of GOD
and the church, suggesting Towarana s
that all believers, including "i"lfp:“l‘:':;:
those with profound au- i
tism, are children of God
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and thus siblings in Christ.

X&#E TYNDALE LINK

BHR : EEFEASITPN
EAR - ZREERRINGT - RiE LT
fREg - RMALVE - B=MB

TYNDALE UNIVERSITY

3377 Bayview Avenue, Toronto, ON, Canada M2M3S4
Tel: 416-226-6620 ext. 2223

Email: thic@tyndale.ca

www.tyndale.ca/htc

SIS 3T, MBRKERET LRISR, TEHE:

THE HUDSON TAYLOR CENTRE | TYNDALE UNIVERSITY | 3377 Bayview Avenue, Toronto, ON, Canada M2M 3S4

E145E: TYNDALE FOUNDATION, ifiZ¥BH: FOR THE HUDSON TAYLOR CENTRE

08 Issue #43 /April 2024



