TYNDALE SEMINARY
47 TYN DALE COURSE SYLLABUS

UNIVERSITY WINTER 2024

“The mission of Tyndale Seminary is to provide Christ-centred graduate theological education
for leaders in the church and society whose lives are marked by intellectual maturity, spiritual
vigour and moral integrity, and whose witness will faithfully engage culture with the Gospel.”

Course COURSE NAME: GENESIS
OLDTCM31 XN

Date, Time, and JANUARY 6 — 10, 2025

Delivery Format MONDAYS TO FRIDAY 9 AM —4 PM

IN-PERSON ONLY

Instructor GRACE KO, PhD
Email: gko@tyndale.ca

Class Information The classes will be in-person from Monday to Friday from 9:00 AM —4:00 PM.
Students may participate in-person, office hours as posted below.

Office Hours: by appointment only, email the instructor for an appointment.

Course Material Access course material at classes.tyndale.ca or other services at Tyndale One.
Course emails will be sent to your @MyTyndale.ca e-mail account only.

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION RIZfE /1

An overview of the message of Genesis with special emphases on the creation account, the 10
genealogies, the five extended narratives of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph, the
literary structure of the book, the research on authorship and redaction history, and the
paradigm shift in Pentateuchal criticism.
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Il. LEARNING OUTCOMES 5R%2 HEY
By the end of the course, students will be able to B2 AR » B4 H[L
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1. Demonstrate a knowledge of the structure of the book of Genesis and the key
events within it

e CRINTHED) HYSCEREEE R sk LS

2. Understand the book of Genesis in light of its ancient Near Eastern background
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3. Identify the main themes of Genesis and trace them throughout the book
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4. Interpret the book of Genesis effectively and faithfully, as well as appropriate its
messages for today’s use
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Ill. COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A. REQUIRED READING DiEEERA
Longman, Tremper, lll. How to Read Genesis. Downers Grove: IVP, 2005.
(1RE. BIG  sE EE (W0fEERliEe) - &db ¢ &K 0 2010 <)

Ross, Allen P. Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of
Genesis. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1997.
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B. SUPPLEMENTARY / RECOMMENDED READING AND TOOLS #ERIEEEH

Kidner, Derek. Genesis. Tyndale Old Testament Commentary. Leicester: VP, 1967.
(flfEgh » PIRBGEE (T ERBELESEER - glttsd) - &40 &E > 1991 <)

Tyndale recommends www.stepbible.org — a free and reputable online resource developed
by Tyndale House (Cambridge, England) — for word searches of original-language texts, as
well as for topical searches, interlinear texts, dictionaries, etc. Refer to the library for other
online resources for Biblical Studies.

C. GUIDELINES FOR INTERACTIONS
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Tyndale University prides itself in being a trans-denominational community. We anticipate
our students to have varied viewpoints which will enrich the discussions in our learning
community. Therefore, we ask our students to be charitable and respectful in their
interactions with each other, and to remain focused on the topic of discussion, out of respect
to others who have committed to being a part of this learning community. Please refer to
“Guidelines for Interactions” on your course resource page at classes.tyndale.ca.

D. ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING fEZ K 5Fk%

1. Genesis Outlines (5%each) AJ{HEC A48 20% Due: Jan 17; 24; 31; Feb 7, 2025

In order to familiarize the students to the events in Genesis, students are required to
read and write the outline for the following sections in Genesis: chs 1-11; 12-25; 26-36;
37-50. When writing an outline to a certain section in Genesis, read the assigned
chapters thoroughly in one setting. Demarcate the main sections and subsections
(without reading any secondary sources: reference books, commentaries, etc.) by
noticing the change of scenes, subject matters, characters, themes, and etc. Give
descriptive title for each section. Cite verses for each section and use point form only.
Each outline not to exceed 3 pages (font 12 single space).
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2. Group Discussion (10% each) /NaHET 3 —2R 20%

During the course, there will be two in-class discussion times of approximately

45 minutes each. These discussions have five purposes:

TELEERAEA - RPAWIEY 45 JrsEay/ NaHE Em > HAVROT

e To challenge students to develop their critical thinking skills 5 [Z%E2 4= 228 77 4L ] E 4

e To enable students to improve their skills in developing and expressing theological
arguments in a group context M4 /52 A= £/ NAH A P 2 A B B R H R T

e To empower students to foster ability in leading fellow students in discussion Jj[5&
B2 A SRRt A 28 VAR

e To have students take responsibility for their fellow students' education by
mutually supporting one another (EE A I AH 1 B TV EE a s

e To encourage students to listen respectfully to views not their own S9EIE2 4= DI

KREENEEEREAFRNER
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Discussion Group Schedule:

Jan 8, 2025 First Discussion Group 2—ZX/N4HETEw 1 H8H  10%

Read chapters 1-3 of Ross, Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and

Exposition of Genesis, as well as chapters 1-3 of Longman, How to Read Genesis, and
be prepared to discuss: Approaches and Themes of Genesis
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Jan 10, 2025 Second Discussion Group 25 —Z/NaHETEm 15 10H 10%

Read David A. Young, “Creationism, Evangelism, and Apologetics” in Christianity and
the Age of the Earth (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982) and be prepared to discuss:
Creation and Science

Z¥Z8David A. Young, “Creationism, Evangelism, and Apologetics” in Christianity and
the Age of the Earth (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982) 1 E\isfsaE H:
RS2
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. Characterization of Joseph (25%, 4000 words) Due: Feb 21, 2025
KBRS (4000 KFR)  21/2/2025 EXX

The purpose of this assignment is to help you develop a close-reading strategy on
Hebrew narrative. Using the handout “Narrative Analysis of Biblical Texts: A Close
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Reading Strategy” as a guide, write a paper on the characterization of Joseph in Genesis
37-50. In your paper, you should consider these questions: How does the character of
Joseph develop during the course of the narrative? lllustrate your claims by using
examples from the narrative. What are the prominent motifs in Joseph’s cycle? What
roles do these motifs play in the narrative? How does chapter 38 relate to the Joseph’s
cycle? What is/are the theological theme(s) of this narrative? How does this narrative
fit within the larger context of the book of Genesis? Finally, what message can you
appropriate from this narrative for the Christian church and for you personally? Be
specific on the application. You may consult references for this assignment.

BB EFISR IR AlE L ot - SRR FasR Rias [ T HHEMS S E > 18l
37-50 EHYKE - B — TR AV MERR AL - DU 2 — R AEIE AR - AR5
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(motif) ? Z 5L ERARY A R (a7 55 38 B Ry (AL LA (AT EL BLBG LRI SR AR 7 &Y
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4. Promise Theology in Genesis (25%, 3000 words) Due: Mar 7, 2025
PR ECERREF 122 (3000FRMR)  7/3/202523%

Trace the theme of “promise” throughout the book of Genesis and discuss its
implication for today. In your paper, you should compare and discuss the promise(s)
that God gave to various patriarchs during different stages of their lives. Is there a
development within God’s promise(s)? What is the theological significance of the
“promise theology” for us today?

BB FR IR A SO A PR Ty £ o b E IR S ARHVER - f£3E
8 o TR S R EER (S 2 S AR P d A [E RO PS B HITEST © SDE Y
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E. SUMMARY OF ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING

Evaluation is based upon the completion of the following assignments:

Discussion Group: Jan 8 & 10, 10% each 20 %
Genesis Outlines: Jan 17,24,31,Feb 7, 10% each 20%
Characterization of Joseph: Feb 21 30%
Promise Theology in Genesis: Mar 7 30%
Total 100%
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F. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN WORK

For proper citation style, consult the tip sheet, “Documenting Chicago Style” (Tyndale e-
resource) or the full edition of the Chicago Manual of Style Online, especially ch. 14. For citing
scripture texts, refer to sections 10.44 to 10.48 and 14.238 to 14.241 from the Chicago Manual
of Style or reference the tip sheet, “Citing Sources in Theology”.

Academic Integrity

Integrity in academic work is required of all our students. Academic dishonesty is any breach
of this integrity, and includes such practices as cheating (the use of unauthorized material on
tests and examinations), submitting the same work for different classes without permission
of the instructors; using false information (including false references to secondary sources) in
an assignment; improper or unacknowledged collaboration with other students, and
plagiarism (including improper use of artificial intelligence programs). Tyndale University
takes seriously its responsibility to uphold academic integrity, and to penalize academic
dishonesty. Please refer to the Academic Integrity website for further details.

Students are encouraged to consult Writing Services. Citation and other tip sheets.

Students should also consult the current Academic Calendar for academic polices on
Academic Honesty, Gender Inclusive Language in Written Assignments, Late Papers and
Extensions, Return of Assignments, and Grading System.

Research Ethics

All course-based assignments involving human participants requires ethical review and may
require approval by the Tyndale Research Ethics Board (REB). Check with the Seminary Dean’s
Office (aau@tyndale.ca) before proceeding.

lll. COURSE EVALUATION

Tyndale Seminary values quality in the courses it offers its students. End-of-course
evaluations provide valuable student feedback and are one of the ways that Tyndale
Seminary works towards maintaining and improving the quality of courses and the student’s
learning experience. Student involvement in this process is critical to enhance the general
quality of teaching and learning.

Before the end of the course, students will receive a MyTyndale email with a link to the
online course evaluation. The link can also be found in the left column on the course page.
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The evaluation period is 2 weeks; after the evaluation period has ended, it cannot be

reopened. F¥E BT & EBEH 55— R E2%, SHEERL AT .

Course Evaluation results will not be disclosed to the instructor before final grades in the
course have been submitted and processed. Student names will be kept confidential and the
instructor will only see the aggregated results of the class.

IV. COURSE SCHEDULE, CONTENT AND REQUIRED READINGS

Jan 6 Introduction to Genesis

e Introduction to critical methodologies and their evaluation ff /& fEHEHRHZE 154
e Genesis in ANE world gI[tHE04F T By tH AL

e Structure of the book of Genesis: the function of toledot formula lJtHECHI4EfE

e Non-biblical creation accounts in Ancient Near East 5 #T BRAJAITHECH

e Theological focus {EfHEE G EF AITHEC
Primeval History I: Gen 1:1-2:25

e Creation accounts in Genesis AlltHSC LAY AT S0 E;
e Interpretive issues in Gen 1:1-3 £l]1:1-3AYFE4E ERH
e Key theological themes fHELFHH
* Human as God’s image bearer FHJEFE TG
* Male & female He created them 5B Eil 2 [ HiES i AH

Jan 7  Primeval History II: Gen 3:1-11:26

e Fall: Temptation and failure=> disruption and expulsion ERIZEEES [ K7 H1g 5
e Progression of Sin: From Cain to Lamech SEMYIE(H : {E% S EHIZ%
e Adam and his line T KMAVEE
e Flood Narrative: Myth or history? /K ZE {4 ErdEE ek FF 522
e Theological issues
*  Who are the sons of God? 32 Y572
* Does God ever regret? fH&Er{& |&F1E?
= Is God a violent God? LUK B - Z At 2
e New Beginning: God’s covenant with Noah i FH4G: FHEAHFCEAY4Y
e Table of nations  #faify1&{t
e Tower of Babel [ERIFEEH:
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Jan 8

Jan9

Jan 10

e Theological themes fHESFHH

Abraham Cycle (Gen 12-23)

e Call & Promise 12:1-3 -7/ B jlEF
e Threat to the Promise 12:4-15:1 JEZFHYEZ
e Promise Confirmed 15:1-21 JEZFESMETL> 114
e Sarah and Hagar 16:1-16 78 E H
e The Covenant 17:1-17 iR ZZAYEY
e Sodom & Gomorrah 18-19 Fff % HE Bilifk EE 17
e Abraham & Abimelek 20:1-18 gi{fir 2= a bk 8
e Ishmael & Isaac 20-21 DLEHEFI L DL
e Sacrifice of Isaac 22 B I =B LLIE
e Burial of Sarah 23 Si{q i1 %= & e

S amRd B : Al Rl

Isaac (Gen 24-26)

e Marriage of Isaac 24 DUV

e Death of Abraham 25:1-18 Ta{H$1%5 7 3E
e Birth of Jacob & Esau Ff & K LUy 4=
e Isaac & Abimelek DUHfIaEEE>KED

Jacob (Gen 27-36)
e Theft of Blessing ft & EULAmHY LR
e Jacob’s journey to Haran HEX1FIERE
e Jacob and Laban FEZAIHIHT

e Jacob’s wives and children FE&HY3E3E R 514
e Jacob’s flight from Haran & 2kEfna R

e Jacob’s preparation to meet Esau 5 TEH KLU
e The rape of Dinah and the massacre of Shechem JEE &7 /5 K7 @il il #1572

e Jacob’s return to Bethel H:&[E| 2544

Joseph (Gen 37-50)
e The Egyptian background on Joseph’s narratives 435 S Y5 K 15 5=
e Joseph’s narratives and Egyptian “Tale of Two Brothers” & FE i S E1I% Ky {FHaR
e The relationship between ch 38 and the Joseph Cycle Al|38E% 1435 B 1RE 4

Tyndale Seminary | 9



https://www.tyndale.ca/seminary

e Joseph in Egypt (39-41) AT IR K

e Joseph and his brothers reconciled (42-45) £ R AY bt SR ALfE
e Jacob to Egypt (46-47) HEZ I8 K

e Jacobs’s blessing and death (48-50:14) SV FERISETS

e Epilogue (50:15-26) 45:E

o EiimeEH: AlEEREE

V. SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

(Tyndale Library supports this course with e-journals, e-books, and the mail delivery of books
and circulating materials. See the Library FAQ page.)

Alexander, T. Desmond. “Genealogies, Seed and the Compositional Unity of
Genesis.” Tyndale Bulletin 44 (1993): 255-70.
Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Narrative. New York: Basic Books, 1981.
(ERRFFE - wAdt - JE S (BRI ryEily) &4 © KiE 2005.)
Arnold, Bill T. Encountering the Book of Genesis. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998.
. Genesis. The New Cambridge Bible Commentary. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2009.
Atkinson, David. The Message of Genesis 1-11. The Bible Speaks Today. Downers
Grove: IVP, 1990.
Baldwin, Joyce C. The Message of Genesis 12-50. The Bible Speaks Today.
Downers Grove: VP, 1990.
Bar-Efrat, Shimon. Narrative Art in the Bible. Translated by D. Shefer-Vanson.
JSOT Sup 70. Sheffield: Almond Press, 1989.
Brueggemann, Walter. Genesis. Interpretation. Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1982.
Hamilton, Victor P. The Book of Genesis 1-17. NICOT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1990.
. The Book of Genesis 18-50. NICOT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995.
Hartley, John E. Genesis. NIBCOT. Peabody: Hendrickson, 2000.
Hendel, Ronald S. “Finding Historical Memories in the Patriarchal Narratives.”
Biblical Archaeology Review 21 (July/ August 1995): 53-71.
Hess, Richard S. “The Roles of the Woman and the Man in Genesis 3.” Themelios
18 (1993):15-19.
. “Equality With and Without Innocence: Genesis 1-3.” In Discovering
Biblical Equality: Complementarity without Hierarchy, 2d ed. Edited by
Ronald W. Pierce, and Rebecca Merrill Groothuis, 79-95. Downers Grove:
IVP, 2005.
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Kaiser, Walter C. Jr. The Old Testament Documents: Are They Reliable & Relevant?
Downers Grove: VP, 2001.

Kidner, Derek. Genesis: An Introduction and Commentary. Downers Grove: IVP,
1967.

Kitchen, K. A. “The Patriarchal Age: Myth or History?” Biblical Archaeology
Review 21 (March/ April 1995): 48-95.

LaSor, William Sanford, David A. Hubbard, and Frederic William Bush. Old
Testament Survey: The Message, Form, and Background of the Old Testament.
2d ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996.

Longman, Tremper lll. How to Read Genesis. Downers Grove: IVP, 2005.

. “Literary Approaches to Old Testament Study.” In The Face of Old
Testament Studies: A Survey of Contemporary Approaches. Edited by David W.
Baker, and Bill T. Arnold. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999.

Ross, Allen P. Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of
Genesis. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1988.
Gzl DA - Fi51EEE (AEBUE © AItESCaEER) &1 X
[#, 2001.)
Waltke, Bruce K., and Cathi J. Fredricks. Genesis. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001.
Walton, John H., The Lost World of Genesis One. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic,
20009.
Wenham, Gordon J. Genesis 1-15. WBC. Waco: Word, 1987.

. Genesis 16-50. WBC. Waco: Word, 1994.

. Story as Torah: Reading Old Testament Narrative Ethically. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 2000.

. “The Coherence of the Flood Narrative.” VT 28 (1978): 336-48.

. “The Old Testament Attitude to Homosexuality.” Expository Times 102
(1991): 359-63.

Young, David A. “Creationism, Evangelism, and Apologetics.” In Christianity and
the Age of the Earth. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982.

Note: Minor changes may be made before the final syllabus at the start of the
course
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